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Main Takeaways

Although the total harvested area of vegetables and pulses decreased by 3.2% from 2021
to 2022, and fresh and processed vegetable area harvested decreased by 5.1%, the
situation is expected to deteriorate in 2024.
Total imports of vegetables and pulses were $18.7 billion in 2022, an increase of 11.1%
compared to 2021. This import trend is expected to continue in 2024.
Per capita vegetable consumption may make a comeback in 2024 but will not attain the
2020, 2021, or 2022 consumption records.

According to U.S. Department of Agriculture's Economic Research Service and the National
Agricultural Statistics Service, overall vegetable area harvested declined by 3.2% in 2022
compared to 2021. Overall is defined as fresh and processed vegetables, potatoes, dry beans,
peas, lentils, chickpeas, and mushrooms. Harvested areas for fresh vegetables—which is a major
industry in the state of Georgia—and processed vegetables have been trending downward since
2019 and recorded a 5.1% decrease in 2022 compared to 2021. Total production declined 1.6%
while total crop value was $22.7 billion, or a 24.1% increase in the same time period (see Table
1).

Because of the 1.6% decline in vegetable production in 2022, total imports from other countries
increased by 11.1% in the same time period compared to 2021. In 2021, total imports were $16.8
billion compared to $18.7 billion in 2022. Furthermore, despite the 3.2% decline in harvested
area and 1.6% decline in total production, vegetable exports increased by 4.6% in 2022
compared with 2021. In 2021, total exports were $7.3 billion compared to $7.6 in 2022. These
trends are expected to continue in 2024 (Table 1).

The USDA report also showed that Americans ate 2.1% less vegetables in 2022 compared to
2021. Per capita consumption of vegetables was highest in 2020 (during the pandemic), when
401 lb were consumed per person. In 2021 and 2022, this quantity declined to 384.7 lb and
376.6 lb, respectively. Although this trend might continue in 2024, it would be better—especially
for health reasons—for us to start increasing our vegetable consumption.

Table 1. Trends in the U.S. Vegetable and Pulse Industry, 2019–2022. It
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From “Vegetable and Pulse Outlook:
April 16, 2023” (Publication No.
VGS-370) by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Economic Research
Service.

Vegetable growers and the vegetable industry at large were hard hit by a sudden increase in
input prices in the first quarter of 2022, which affected planting decisions for 2023 and will
continue to be considered in production decisions in 2024. The input price increases were
mostly blamed on supply chain disruptions, post-pandemic surges, transportation, imposed
duties on fertilizers, insufficient crude oil inventories, and the Ukraine war. According to the
USDA ERS report, energy and energy-based manufactured inputs account for about one-fourth
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of the production expenses of specialized vegetable farms. With energy costs up substantially,
the vegetable production sector paid at least 16% more for the inputs required to produce, pack,
and ship vegetables in the first quarter of 2022 (see Table 2).

Table 2. U.S. Price Indices Paid by Farmers for Selected Inputs, 2020–23. In
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production.
3/ Input items common to
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From “Vegetable and Pulse
Outlook: April 16, 2023”
(Publication No. VGS-370) by
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Economic Research
Service.

For instance, although there was no change in seeds and plants prices, the prices of insecticides,
herbicides, and fungicides increased by a resounding 22.5%. Interest rates also increased by
11%, while taxes increased by 4.1%. These increases are enough to put the farmer out of
business. Although chances are that some of these skyrocketing input prices will continue at a
decreasing rate in 2024, the reverse situation would be helpful for our growers.
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